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Title: 

3D Paper Mini-Top hat

Investigate/Explore: 
� To engage in creation & design.
� To explore tools, techniques and methods

of constructing. 
� Investigate the variable uses of paper.

Aim:  

How to construct a mini-top hat from A4 
coloured card/paper.
Engage in creating a Craft piece for decorative 
purpose.

Learning Outcomes:
� Pupils will gain an understanding of the 

elements of design.
� Learn about symmetry, measurement & 

precision. 
� The importance & safety of handling art 

tools & mixed media.
� Gain skills in paper craft and working in 

3 dimensional art.
� They will work co-operatively & practise

active listening.

Investigate

Top Hat design -A top hat, beaver hat, high hat, silk hat, cylinder hat, chimney pot hat or stove 
pipe hat,sometimes also known by the nickname"topper", is a tall, flat-crowned,
broad-brimmed hat, predominantly worn by men (upper class) from the latter
part of the 18th to the middle of the 20th century.

Felted beaver skin was the preferred material for top hats because of its water
proof properties. Because of the high demand for beaver fashion (men’s coats
were also popular), the  top hat practically wiped out the beaver in America by
1900. 

The Victorian era and Steam punk era brought about a time of change and revolution in fashion, art,
architecture,design, technology, commerce and  mass production. The top hat was not just for the 
males to wear but also for the females. Worn as decorative head pieces, top hats are made to suit 
any occasion.

 



Explore

Paper craft is the collection of art forms employing paper or card as the primary artistic 
medium for the creation of three-dimensional objects. It is the most widely used material in arts and
crafts. It lends itself to a wide range of techniques, as it can for instance be folded, cut, glued, 
moulded, stitched, or layered.
Three-dimensional art is observed in terms of its height, width and depth. It is not flat like two-
dimensional art, which consists of paintings, drawings and photographs. 
Craft is a skill that involves making objects of practical function or for decorative purpose.

Create

3D Paper Art-
With an A4 size piece of paper (100gsm), design and construct a paper hat that is durable and fun to
wear.

 
Step by step

 

Prepare circular templates-
using compass and card 
(1)radius 5cm (2)radius 
2.8cm

At top of A4 page use 
large template to draw 3 
circles- 2 large side by 
side and 1 small one in 
centre of large one

At bottom of page 
measure 1.5 cm and 8cm 
inward and draw line to 
represent each width

This is what should A4 sheet should look like Begin to cut out 1st circle-inner 
circle, keep steady hand



Tape area that was cut and 
continue to cut out 2 large 
remaining circles

Here you have the crown and 
brim of the hat

Cut off the 8cm strip, keeping 
1.5cm strip in tact 

Within the 1.5cm strip cut out 
squares roughly 1cm in width

Fold the squares back in one 
direction, these will be used for
gripping.

Fold into cylindrical shape, 
keep grips facing outwards



Using circle with 
centre cut out as a 
measuring tool to get 
exact cyliner width

Staple to secure in position Attach other circle as brim 
with staple gun-only 2 
staples, each opposite 
eachother

Knot both sides of elastic
string this is for grip, 
insert string in side 
openings on brim

Carefully tape crown to 
top of cylinder

 Hat complete...ready to decorate!!



Samples

Understanding

Craft allows kids to explore ideas   or concepts and then express it by making something to keep, 
entertain others with or simply look at for visual pleasure. 

Links to numeracy- when measuring and time keeping, – accuracy in marking out and cutting. 

Understanding of 3D art; the importance of measurement, symmetry and the value of precision.

Bilateral Coordination- Crafts such as colouring, drawing, cutting, all require your child to use 
both of their hands together. 

Self Regulation- Crafts that require drying require waiting! This is a great lesson to demonstrate self
control and patience. 

Art helps build self esteem and self-confidence.

Evaluate

Through the development of their designs the students will recognise the value in revisiting their 
ideas, changing, clarifying and refining them.

� Completion of a worksheet in relation to techniques learned.
� What are the main elements of craft & design? Colour/Texture/Symmetry/Precision
� Whole group review on completion of project.
� What was favourite part of project?
� How would you do things differently?
� What did you learn?Would you change anything? Could it be developed further? 

Keywords

3D, Paper craft, Precision, Symmetry, Cutting, Patience, Fold, Numeracy, Design, Plan, 
Decorative



Differentiation

� Display a list of key words related to each lesson to help create a ‘mental set’ for all 
students.

� Speak clearly and slowly- repeat if necessary.

� Encourage pupil's to help each other.

� Option to upload images and other resource information to whiteboard as a visual aid.
� Ask open ended questions leaving sufficient time to answer. 
� Inform SNA if needed to assist.

Teaching/Learning strategies

Explain the importance of the project and keywords to be displayed in workspace at all times.

Demonstrate a good design space and the importance of essential tools. Emphasis neatness, 
precision and patience.

Material

Card for template
Compass & Ruler
Scissors
Selotape
Double-sided tape
Staplegun
Elastic String
Markers
Gems/Feathers/Pipe cleaners
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